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WHY ENCORA?

Coastal knowledge & experience are widespread in 
Europe (and beyond), but …. do you take advantage of it?

You have thousands of expert colleagues, but …. do you 
know them and do you cooperate or share knowledge?

Each year thousands of publications, but …. are they 
used in practice?

The whole world is connecting to the World Wide Web, 
but …. does this affect your work?



Global Information
Society

Being an expert means:

 you have a network of expert colleagues

 you know where to find information

Trend: Growing demand for expertise on
integration of different pieces of 
information



Empowering individuals by a 
bottom-up process of sharing 

coastal knowledge and experience

science

practice policy

Take advantage of European-scale

Bridge science-policy-practice

Overcome fragmentation



NATIONAL NETWORKS

•Clearing house

•National websites

•Contact Database

•Forum

•Workshops, 
seminars

•YPEP



Contact database

Registration: info@encora.eu

Update: online

Over 2500 registered coastal professionals



Innovative coastal engineering 
techniques

THEMATIC NETWORKS
•Coastal Wiki

•European Action Plan



COASTAL WIKI WHY?

 Do you, as a coastal or marine professional, 
always find the information you need for 
your work?

 Do your publications reach all the target 
user groups you would like?



IMPEDIMENTS OF PRESENT KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER:

 Understandable only for experts

 Sources dispersed, hard to find

 Coherence and comprehensiveness questionable

 Not always up to date

 Not always freely accessible



wikipedia

 Globally shared internet encyclopaedia

 Improved, extended, updated by users

 Unrestricted access, unrestricted authorship

 Collaborative authoring

 Maintained by volunteers

 Neutral, objective

 Start in 2001, now 200 languages, over 2 million 
articles

 No quality labelling



Coastal Wiki

 Science specialised journals

 Knowledge transfer to non-experts

 Share experience among practitioners 

WHY:

WHAT / 
HOW:

 Wikipedia principles, but:

 Author acknowledgement

 Review by theme coordinators ENCORA

 Editing authorisation: national network check

 Category tree: coherence, comprehensiveness, 
overview

 ENCORA members

 EU projects MARBEF, SPICOSA, CONSCIENCE, …
WHO:



COASTAL WIKI INTERNET ENCYCLOPAEDIA

 Articles at different expert levels

 Links provide context, coherence

 Free access reading

 Continuous updates

 Collaborative writing 

 Editing authorization



THE COASTAL WIKI TARGET GROUPS

 Policy makers

 Practitioners

 Scientists

 Students

 Public stakeholders



COASTAL WIKI: ARTICLES ON

 technical

 scientific

 managerial

 political

aspects of coastal and marine management



COASTAL WIKI











EDITING AUTHORIZATION

Contact:  info@encora.eu

 registration in ENCORA Contact Database

 login account











WHY TO PUBLISH IN THE COASTAL WIKI? 

 a broader audience for your research results

 share your experience with practitioners world-wide

 get in touch with colleagues on similar topics

 join in collaborative writing teams

 become a broadly-known expert in your field



WE WELCOME YOU AS
A COASTAL WIKI USER
AND AUTHOR

THANK YOU!!


